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edition with the first we see how rapidly his subject has grown in these past eleven 
years. HIow much of that progress is due to Dr. Duckworth's own unremitting toil 
may escape the eye of the casual reader, for the author is not one who blazons his 
own discoveries. His teaching is free from dogmatism and finality; there is in every 
page the manifest desire to deal justly with the investigations of his contemporaries 
and a reluctance to emphasize his own conclusions. 

We have no other book in the English language which deals with that well 
demarcated field of knowledge covered by Dr. Duckworth's manual. He feels that 
the terms " anthropology and morphology" indicate in an imperfect manner the field 
of knowledge covered by his manual. Our conception of the position of man in the 
animal kingdom and of the manner in which he came to occupy that position must 
ever rest on facts culled from diverse sources. Dr. Duckworth has gathered his facts 
from the human anatomist, from the comparative anatomist, from the " primatologist," 
the embryologist, the palaeontologist, the biometrician, and from the ethnologist. 
Plainly we stand in urgent need of a happier title than Morphology and Anthropology 
to cover the system of knowledge on which we base our conception of the origin 
and nature of the human body. 

Dr. Duckworth realises that the foundation of all our speculations must be based 
on an accurate and systematic knowledge of the anatomy of the Primates, particu- 
larly of those members of the order which stand close to man in point of structure 
and of origin. Hence in the present edition he has rewritten and greatly expanded 
the section which deals with the anatomy of the apes, and with their position in 
the mammalian phyluLm, and issued it as a separate volume-Vol. I-of the second 
edition. He gives a prominent position to Tarsius; excellent figures of the cortical 
areas of the brain have been introduced; his own studies and sections of the larynx 
have found a place; the papillary system of the hands and feet are fully described. 
Altogether Vol. I serves as an excellent introduction to the anatomy of the Higher 
Primates. 

The historical introduction has been expanded; it is excellent in every way, but 
we hope when the autlhor applies the term "egregious " to the late Dr. James Hunt 
he uses the term in its literal and not in its more modern sense. The more one 
looks into the life and deeds of the founder of the Anthropological Society the 
more one is impressed with our indebtedness to him. We hope in the next edition 
the poor gorilla depicted in Figs. 29, 30, and 31 of the present edition may be 
supplied with a suitable covering of hair. The beast and the book deserve everything 
of the best. A. KEITH. 

Persia: History. Sykes. 
A History of Persia. By Lieut.- Colonel P. M. Sykes, C.M.G., C.I.E., 7) 

with Maps and Illustrations. London: Macmillan &c Co. 1915. 2 Vols. L 
Pf. xxv + 544, 565: 21 x 14 cm. 

The preparation of a new history of Persia, in supersession of Sir J. Malcolm's 
classical work, which, excellent as it was considering the time when it was written, 
is now superseded by the results of more recent research, could not have fallen into 
better hands than tbose of Lieut-Colonel Sykes. His long residence in, and wide 
explorations of, the country qualify him for this difficult undertaking, and his 
knowledge of the local climatic and geographical conditions enables him to throw 
new light on the physical causes whieh have exercised a dominating influence upon 
Persian history. He has not attempted to survey the field with a first-hand study 
of the original sources, but he has used with good sense and considerable literary 
power the best modern authorities, while his acquaintance with the psychology of the 
race enables him to throw fresh light on many disputted problems. The only 
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criticism on such a work which may be ventured is that he uses too wide a 
canvas. The space occupied is some seven thousand years, and the author's study 
covers not only Persia itself but the borderlands, the history of which is everywhere 
found to control the destinies of the people whose history forms his special subject. 
After discussing the geography and ethnology of Persia itself he passes on to 
Elam and Babylonia, the Assyrian empire, the religion of the Medes and Persians, 
the rise of the Median power and the fall of Assyria, Macedonia, and the colnquests 
of Alexander, the history of Parthia, the Roman wars, the attacks of the Huns, the 
Arab conquests and the beginnings of Islam. Thus the survey extends from the 
Mediterranean to the Punjab, and his mothod involves the consideration of much 
which is arid and uninteresting. The mass of detail tends to weary any but the 
most determined reader until we arrive at last at modern times, and find a new 
democracy aiming at a Constitutioh on western lines, for which Persia in its present 
condition is obviously unsuited. 

Thus the work lacks to some degree vivacity and interest, because the mass 
of material tends to overwhelm the writer. But in spite of these disadvantages, 
inevitable on account of the scheme of the book, it is highly valuable as a careful 
and well-documented survey of a phase of history which has never been written with 
an equal degree of completeness. For the student it must long remain the classical 
account of Persian history. The book is supplied throughout with admirable photo- 
graphs of scenery, architecture, objects of art and industry, coins and portraits of 
representatives of she more interesting races, while the numerous maps adequately 
illustrate the history at its successive periods. Lieut.-Colonel Sykes may be heartily 
congratulated on the completion of a work which has involved great labour and 
research. It will be of the highest value to all students of Oriental history. 

W. CROOKE. 

Anthropology. Keith. 
The Antiquity of Man. By A. Keith, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S., Hunterian 

Professor R.C.S. 513 pp., 189 illus. 1915. Williams and Norgate. lOs. 6d. net. IU 
In The Antiquity of Man Professor Keith addresses himself to what is surely 

one of the most enthralling problems which can ever engage our attention. Were 
this doubted, we venture to think readers of the book will doubt it no longer. 

Of the many different motifs of the book, perhaps the chief is the forcible and 
persistent plea which the author makes for the consideration of evidence on its merits, 
with a mind untrammelled by tradition and unclouded by preconceived ideas. It is 
a plea well worth making, for a narrow dogmatism is not in these later days by any 
means the peculiar prerogative of the theologian. 

On the other hand, if a theory is oftentimes a bad master, it is frequently a 
good servant, and no one who has worked at such problems as are discussed in this 
book, and certainly not the author, is likely to under-estimate the value of theory in 
any attempt to unravel the torn and twisted skein of the Past. 

The four great arguments of the book are the feasibility of reconstructing a 
skull from its fragments, the specific distinction which exists between Homo primi- 
genius and Homo sapiens, the priority in time in Western Europe of Homo sapiens, 
and the possibility of the combination in a single individual of such anthropoid and 
human features as are to be found in the Piltdown skull. 

As to the first of these, the test to which Professor Keith so courageously and 
characteristically submitted himself, and from which be emerged so creditably, leaves 
the critic almost silent; but there are a few things which should be always borne 
clearly in mind: firstly, one should be extremely cautious in applying data obtained 
from the examination of human skulls to the reconstruction of skulls belonging to 
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